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Alpar Undergraduate Scholarship

Mengxi Yang
Mengxi (Cathy) Yang is completing her 4th year in Human Geog-
raphy and Physiology, with a minor in GIS. Her current research 
interests include studying the social and geographic determi-
nants of health, particularly using GIS. She is involved in a variety 
of projects, including a capstone project focusing on community 
building at the School of Cities and is also involved with research 
projects examining the ethnocultural barriers to receiving organ 
transplants among Chinese Canadians. In the future, she hopes 
to use her passion in health geography and urban development to 
creating healthier and more resilient cities.

Established in honour of the late Zehra Alpar, the Department’s 
student advisor for many years spanning the 1960s through 1990s, 
by friends colleagues and alumni upon her retirement in 1994, this 
award is given to an outstanding student who has made significant 
progress in completing their degree. 
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colleagues and alumni 
upon her retirement in 
1994, this award is given 
to an outstanding student 
who has made significant 
progress in completing 
their degree. 

Mengxi Yang
Mengxi (Cathy) Yang is completing her 4th year 
in Human Geography and Physiology, with a mi-
nor in GIS. Her current research interests include 
studying the social and geographic determinants 
of health, particularly using GIS. She is involved in 
a variety of projects, including a capstone project 
focusing on community building at the School of 
Cities and is also involved with research projects 
examining the ethnocultural barriers to receiving 
organ transplants among Chinese Canadians. In 
the future, she hopes to use her passion in health 
geography and urban development to creating 
healthier and more resilient cities.
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John Horner 
Undergraduate
Scholarship

Established in honour 
of the late Zehra Alpar, 
the Department’s student 
advisor for many years 
spanning the 1960s 
through 1990s, by friends 
colleagues and alumni 
upon her retirement in 
1994, this award is given 
to an outstanding student 
who has made significant 
progress in completing 
their degree. 

Octavia Andrade-Dixon
Octavia is a recent graduate of the Geography 
and Planning program, with an Honours Bache-
lor’s of Art Specializing in Human Geography with 
a Focus in Planning and a Minor in Portuguese. 
Her research interests explore the commonali-
ties of Black and Indigenous experiences across 
Turtle Island, the Caribbean and South America 
amidst settler colonialism. She was a participant 
in the Research Experience Program’s Brazilian In-
digenous Languages course led by Dr.Suzi Lima, 
a 2020 Jackman Scholar-in-Residence under the 
Colors and Overtones project led by Dr. Tamara 
Walker, and was recently published in the fifth vol-
ume of the Caribbean Quilt journal.
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ssionate about cities and 
urban life, and in her cur-
rent aspirations to obtain 
a masters in planning, 
she’d like to continue fo-
cusing her research on 
affordable housing and 
food security in Toronto. 
She’s had the lucky oppor-
tunities this year to begin 
interning at a local plan-
ning firm and to assist as 
a geography research as-
sistant where she’s gotten 
to explore both of these 
respective topics further. 
She’s also a freelance 
illustrator and hopes to 
bring her creativity to GIS 
work in the future!

Bailey is in her fourth year 
at UTSG studying Human 
Geography, Environmental 
Geography and GIS. She’s 
always been extremely pa-

Bailey Classen-Schneider
Rebecca Tom graduated 
from the University of To-
ronto in June of 2020 and 
has started her first year 
at Ryerson University in 
their Master of Planning in 
Urban Development. Her 
research interests include 
housing affordability, 
processes of neighbour-
hood change, community 
development, and social 
policy. In graduate stud-
ies, she intends to focus 
her research on Toronto’s 
inner-city apartment tow-
ers and understand how 
overcrowding and density 
contribute to service gaps 
in the community. 

Rebecca Tom 
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Bailey is in her fourth year at 
UTSG studying Human Geog-
raphy, Environmental Geog-
raphy and GIS. She’s always 
been extremely pa- ssionate 
about cities and urban life, 
and in her current aspirations 
to obtain a masters in plan-
ning, she’d like to continue 
focusing her research on 
affordable housing and food 
security in Toronto. She’s had 
the lucky opportunities this 
year to begin interning at a 
local planning firm and to as-
sist as a geography research 
assistant where she’s gotten 
to explore both of these re-
spective topics further. She’s 
also a freelance illustrator 
and hopes to bring her cre-
ativity to GIS work in the fu-
ture!

Rebecca Tom graduated from 
the University of Toronto in 
June of 2020 and has start-
ed her first year at Ryerson 
University in their Master of 
Planning in Urban Develop-
ment. Her research interests 
include housing affordability, 
processes of neighbourhood 
change, community devel-
opment, and social policy. In 
graduate studies, she intends 
to focus her research on To-
ronto’s inner-city apartment 
towers and understand how 
overcrowding and density 
contribute to service gaps in 
the community. 

Rebecca 
Tom 

Bailey Classen-
Schneider

John Horner Undergraduate Scholarship
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John Horner 
Undergraduate
Scholarship

Established in honour of 
the late Zehra Alpar, the 
Department’s student ad-
visor for many years span-
ning the 1960s through 
1990s, by friends col-
leagues and alumni upon 
her retirement in 1994, 
this award is given to an 
outstanding student who 
has made significant prog-
ress in completing their 
degree. 

Octavia Andrade-Dixon

Octavia is a recent graduate of the Geography and Planning 
program, with an Honours Bachelor’s of Art Specializing in 
Human Geography with a Focus in Planning and a Minor in 
Portuguese. Her research interests explore the commonal-
ities of Black and Indigenous experiences across Turtle Is-
land, the Caribbean and South America amidst settler colo-
nialism. She was a participant in the Research Experience 
Program’s Brazilian Indigenous Languages course led by 
Dr.Suzi Lima, a 2020 Jackman Scholar-in-Residence under 
the Colors and Overtones project led by Dr. Tamara Walker, 
and was recently published in the fifth volume of the Carib-
bean Quilt journal.
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